
Instructions: 500th Thrivent Builds Home Celebration template news release  
Thank you for helping celebrate the 500 homes that you have helped build. The process is easy with a ready-to-
use news release.  To use this news release, simply fi ll in the variable fields, using the instructions below.  
 
How to complete the news release: 
In order to personalize the template for your community, please save the template to your computer.  Then, make 
your updates in that document.   To save changes, use “Save As” to ensure the document is being stored where 
you need it. 
 
1. Fill in the variable information in the sub-head by typing in the number of Thrivent Builds homes built by 

your Habitat affi liate or Thrivent RFO since September 2005 and the city/cities where they have been built. 
2. Localize the dateline by typing the town in ALL CAPS, followed by the Associated Press abbreviation for the 

state, as follows: 
Associated Press State Abbreviations  (* Not Abbreviated) 
Ala. Colo. Ga. Iowa* Md. Mo. N.J. Ohio*  S.C. Vt. Wyo 
Alaska* Conn. Hawaii*  Kan. Mass. Mont. N.M. Okla. S.D. Va.  
Ariz. Del. Idaho*  Ky. Mich. Neb. N.Y. Ore. Tenn. Wash.  
Ark. D.C. Il l. La. Minn. Nev. N.C. Pa. Texas*  W. Va.  
Calif. Fla. Ind. Maine* Miss. N.H. N.D. R.I. Utah*  Wis.  

 
3. Type todayÕs date within the parentheses, e.g. (October 4, 2007). 
4. Complete the third paragraph of the release as indicated. 
5. Personalize the fourth paragraph with a quote from a Habitat representative. This quote can be original, or you 

can choose from one of the following quotes, as long as the quoted person agrees to be the person responsible 
for the quote. 
• ÒThrivent Financial is committed to engaging its members in this community to help us increase efforts to 

eliminate substandard housing,Ó said name and title of Habitat representative. ÒTogether weÕre serving 
more families and really making a difference.Ó 

• ÒThe Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity alliance is a powerful force for good,Ó remarked name 
and title of Habitat representative.  ÒIt not only inspires community members to take action, it provides 
much needed support.Ó 

6. Personalize the sixth paragraph with a quote from a Thrivent Financial representative.  This quote can be 
original, or you can choose from one of the following quotes, as long as the quoted person agrees to be the 
person responsible for the quote. 
• ÒSubstandard housing is a long-standing social problem,Ó added name and title of Thrivent Financial 

representative. ÒThrivent Financial members have helped Habitat for Humanity build affordable housing 
for seventeen years, but this alliance has provided a way for us to help build more homes at a much faster 
rate.Ó 

• ÒThrivent FinancialÕs new way of working with Habitat for Humanity is producing results,Ó added name 
and title of Thrivent Financial representative.  ÒWe supported the construction of 500 homes over a 15-
year period beginning in 1991, and now it has taken only two years to build 500 more homes through 
Thrivent Builds!Ó 

7. Type in the appropriate contact information, name, e-mail and phone number, at the bottom of the document. 
This is the information the media will use to set up interviews. 

8. Fill in the appropriate boilerplate information.  If  your Habitat affiliate does not have an offi cial boilerplate, 
Cheryl or Kelsey (contact information below) can help develop one. 

9. Once all the instructions have been followed and the news release is complete, delete the instructions and save 
as a separate document without the instructions attached.  This will serve as your working document that you 
will fax, mail or copy and paste into an email. 

10. Please feel free to add supporting documents to this news release to include more local information.  We 
suggest including short family biographies, photos of a Thrivent Builds home or statistics from your 
ÒThrivent Builds Homes State Fact SheetÓ (template available at 
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http://www.thriventbuilds.com/resources/topic/factsheetstates.html, if you have not already fi lled this in for 
outreach purposes).  Remember, though, that adding information like this in attachments is not well-received, 
so if you do include these supporting documents, paste them in the body of the e-mail after the news release.  
The only acceptable attachments are photos, but be sure to clarify prior to the body of the release that Òphotos 
are attached below.Ó  

 
How to distribute the news release: 
• This news release can be sent to your local media (newspapers, radio stations, television stations) as well as 

other communication channels: church, Thrivent chapter and Habitat affi liate newsletters, church bulletins, 
etc. Remember to delete these instructions before sending to the media. 

• You can either e-mail, fax, mail or hand deliver the news release anytime during the month of October, 
2007. (Never e-mail news releases as attachments. Always copy and paste into the body of the e-mail.) 

• Mail or e-mail the news release to a specifi c individual if possible (editor, news director, etc.).  
• If you e-mail the news release, be sure your e-mail subject line grabs the attention of the editor.  Rather than 

using ÒThrivent Builds News ReleaseÓ or something that is not expressive, use the headline of the article or 
Ò500 Homes have changed the lives of 500 families!ÓÐjust make it descriptive.   

• Send a copy to Cheryl Winget and Kelsey Peterson, media relations specialists with Thrivent Builds with 
Habitat for Humanity, so they are prepared for media questions. E-mail is preferred.  

 
Questions?  
Contact:  Cheryl Winget   Kelsey Peterson    
Phone:   612-844-5025     612-844-5825 
Cell:   612-877-1958    612-751-3483 
E-mail:   cheryl.winget@thrivent.com    kelsey.peterson@thrivent.com 
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LOCAL CONTACTS: 
Rachael Howe, Manager of Lutheran Community Service 
rachael.howe@thrivent.com  Office: 480-222-0064  Cell: 702-494-8568 
 
Missie DÕAunoy, Chief Development Officer, Habitat for Humanity Valley of the Sun 
mdaunoy@habitataz.org  Office: 602-268-9022  Cell: 602-725-8754 
 
Karen Tremper, Director of Development, Habitat for Humanity of the West Valley 
karen@hfhwv.org   Office: 623-583-2417 
      
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Seven l oc al  fami l ies  am ong 500 w hose l i ves have been 
c hanged t hrough unprec edent ed a l l ianc e 

Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity has helped 500 families build affordable homes in 45 
states, completing nearly one home per day in last two years 

  
Phoenix, Ariz. (November 2, 2007) ÐThe impact of two non-profits working together to build hundreds of homes in 

just two years is certainly evident in the greater Phoenix area.  Since September 2005, four homes have been 

built in the greater Phoenix area and three are under construction in Chandler, Peoria and Cave Creek with 

support from the Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity alliance.  Through this alliance, Thrivent Financial for 

Lutherans provided approximately two-thirds of the funding for these homes with local Thrivent members and 

Lutheran churches and the local Habitat for Humanity affiliates raising the remaining one-third. 

 

This four-year $105 million alliance between Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and Habitat for Humanity 

International has taken just two years to achieve the historic 500-home milestone. This compares to the first 500 

homes that took the two organizations 15 years to build together prior to the Thrivent Builds alliance.  

 

ÒThrivent Financial is committed to engaging its members in this community to help us increase efforts to 

eliminate substandard housing,Ó said Missie DÕAunoy, Chief Development Officer of Habitat for Humanity Valley of 

the Sun. ÒTogether weÕre serving more families and really making a difference.Ó 

 

This unprecedented alliance was designed to help increase Habitat for HumanityÕs ability to build more affordable 

housing and to offer an important way for Thrivent FinancialÕs nearly 3 million members to give back to their 

communities.  To date, Thrivent Builds has increased HabitatÕs U.S. building efforts by nearly six percent and has 

also helped build additional homes in other countries through the Thrivent Builds Worldwide program.   

-more- 
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ÒItÕs incredible to see the work that can be accomplished by all the volunteers that come forward to help,Ó added 

Ryan Albert, Thrivent Builds Specialist in the region. ÒIn my experience people want to help but often have a hard 

time knowing the ÔhowÕ and the ÔwhereÕ. This alliance between Thrivent Financial and Habitat for Humanity has 

introduced countless people to the work that is being done, not only in the Phoenix Metropolitan Area, but all over 

the world. The results are amazing.Ó 

 

A special celebration highlighted the 500th Thrivent Builds home on October 13, representing the hard work of a 

multitude of volunteers, the generosity of thousands of donors and the success of the Thrivent Builds with Habitat 

for Humanity alliance.  The milestone 500th home is located in Pontiac, Mich., and is being built with Lakeisha 

White and her family who have contributed 300 hours of sweat equity. Upon its completion this fall, the White 

family will purchase the home with a no-profit mortgage provided by the Oakland County (Mich.) Habitat for 

Humanity affiliate. 

 

For more information on this unique alliance and on the 500th home celebration, visit www.thriventbuilds.com. 

About  Habi t at  f or  Hum ani t y  I nt e rna t ional  
Habitat for Humanity International is an ecumenical Christian ministry that welcomes to its work all people 
dedicated to the cause of eliminating poverty housing. Since its founding in 1976, Habitat has built more than 
225,000 houses worldwide, providing simple, decent and affordable shelter for more than 1 million people. For 
more information, visit www.habitat.org. 
 
About  Habi t at  f or  Hum ani t y  Val l ey of  t he Sun 
Habitat for Humanity Valley of the Sun was founded in 1987 as an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity 
International.  As the largest Habitat affiliate in the Western United States, Valley of the Sun has built more than 
400 homes across 13 Valley locations. Currently the affiliate is active in Chandler, Mesa, Glendale, Guadalupe 
and Apache Junction. For more information, visit www.habitataz.org. 
 
About  Habi t at  f or  Hum ani t y  of  t he West  Val l ey 
Habitat for Humanity of the West Valley was founded in 1985 as an affiliate of Habitat for Humanity International.  
Since then, they have built more than 200 homes in the West Valley.  Currently the affiliate is active in Avondale, 
El Mirage, Surprise, Glendale, and Peoria. For more information, visit www.hfhwv.org. 
 
About  T hr iven t  Financ ial  f o r  Lut herans 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans is a not-for-profit membership organization helping nearly 3 million members 
achieve their financial goals and give back to their communities.  As a not-for-profit fraternal benefit society, 
Thrivent Financial sponsors national outreach programs and activities that support congregations, schools, 
charitable organizations and individuals in need.  Thrivent Financial has main offices in Minneapolis, Minn., and 
Appleton, Wis.  For more information, visit www.thrivent.com. 
 
 

-more- 
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About  M ar ic opa Coun t y T hr ivent  Chapt ers 
The three Maricopa County chapters are three of nearly 1,400 nationwide chartered local units of Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans that brings Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members together for charitable, social and 
educational activities. All Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members belong to a chapter in the area in which they 
live, which enables them to aid themselves and others through voluntary action. Each chapter has a leadership 
board made up of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans members who are elected and/or appointed. The chapter 
leadership board is responsible for allocating funds to service teams for helping individuals and community 
organizations. 
 
 
 

Ñ ENDÑ  
 
THRIVENT BUILDS ALLIANCE CONTACTS: 

 
Cheryl Winget     Kelsey Peterson 
Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity  Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity  
612-877-5025 office    612-844-5825 office 
612-877-1958 cell    612-751-3483 cell 
cheryl.winget@thrivent.com   kelsey.peterson@thrivent.com 


